FIRST ANNUAL GEORGIA TO GEORGIA BUSINESS  FORUM ATLANTA-2008

Business Forum brings together business leaders of country of Georgia and the United State's          State of Georgia to encourage and promote investment opportunities between the two countries.

The Atlanta-Tbilisi Sister City Committee (ATSCC) & Atlanta based law firm Hall Booth Smith & Slover, P.C. (HBSS), in partnership with The United States Department of Commerce, organized its first annual "Georgia to Georgia Business Forum" at the W hotel in Midtown Atlanta on December 12, 2008.  The forum aimed to raise visibility and awareness for the country of Georgia in the United States as an exciting place to invest and do business. 

The forum was led by Mr. John E. Hall, Jr., Chairman of both the ATSCC and HBSS. Mr. Hall, who has visited Georgia on a number of occasions, opened the forum and spoke with great enthusiasm and knowledge of the country's recent hardships and existing investment opportunities.  Throughout the day, speakers pointed out that despite the Russian invasion in August of 2008, Georgia remains to be a promising market for U. S. investors because of its strong banking systems, low taxes, light governmental business regulation, and an infusion of billions in foreign aid. The U.S. Foreign Assistance and USAID Administrator recently announced that the United States pledges to make available $1 billion over the next two years to the country of Georgia to meet humanitarian needs and facilitate reconstruction.

The Forum included speakers from various backgrounds with great expertise and experience doing business in Georgia, including  Mr. Ted Jonas, Managing Partner of DLA Piper law firm in Tbilisi;  Mr. David Shafer, a Georgia State Senator; Ms. Claire McLeveighn, Manager of International Affairs at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport; and Mr. Paul Dyck, Deputy Assitant Secretary for Europe, International Trade Administration of the U. S. Department of Commerce.

"Georgia's banking system has remained solid, even as the world economic situation has deteriorated in recent months", said Mr. Badri Japaridze,  Vice Chairman of TBC Bank, which is one of the largest banks in Georgia.  "The money has started to flow back; even during the war, banks were working as usual".  Mr. Japaridze was among the distinguished speakers at the forum.

Speaker Akaki Lomidze, Senior Counselor at the Embassy of Georgia in Washington also noted that: "Georgia needs foreign investment in areas such as financial services, real estate, retail and hydropower".  

Over fifty State of Georgia based companies participated in the forum, gaining new perspective on how to maximize opportunities to expand  their services within the country of Georgia. 

"We are a stronger business as a result of the contacts we made while attending", said Mr. Leon Osborne, CEO of Osborne Wood Products, Inc.
Overall the event was characterized as an enormous success by all that attended, and plans for the second annual forum already started. 

About ATSS-

Now on its 20th year, the ATSCC is one of eighteen Atlanta Sister City Committees between Atlanta and various cities around the world, and endeavors to build economic, legal, educational, and humanitarian progress in Georgia.  With great efforts of the developing friendships between these two great countries,  the ATSCC hopes to assist and further promote stability and economic growth within the country of Georgia.  

About HBSS-

Selected as Atlanta Magazine’s 2008 “Best Places to Work”, Hall Booth Smith & Slover is the only true "state-wide" law firm in Georgia, with six offices strategically located across the state, and one in Nashville, Tennessee. Celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2009, the firm’s practice areas are focused and diverse, and include complex civil defense litigation, mass torts, medical malpractice, healthcare, regulatory and governmental matters, corporate, employment, and international law.  The firm's clients represent a broad spectrum of individuals, governments/governmental agencies, and domestic/international companies of various sizes and disciplines.    

-END-
